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with the Eoyal House. The crescent, I think, may have
a meaning of some interest. It was the well-known
badge of the powerful house of Percy, whose secret or
open support had mainly kept alive the Lancastrian
cause in the North. On April 25, 1464, the power of
this house was finally broken at the battle of Hedgeley
Moor, where Sir Ralph Percy, the acting head of the
Percys, was killed. As this event led to the final
triumph of Edward over the last remnant in arms of
the supporters of Henry VI, it may have been thought
worth commemorating by the introduction of the Percy
badge on the coins struck shortly after.

Another of these peculiar marks which frequently
occurs on the reverse of the rose-marked groats has
hitherto been called a mascle, but it is obviously quite
unlike the mascle or elongated open lozenge of heraldry,
which is found so distinct on the earlier coinages of
Henry VI. It is not easy to find coins of Edward IV
with this mark that are sufficiently well struck to be of
much assistance, but I have two or three on which it is
quite distinct, and my own opinion is that it is intended
for a human eye. There is always a pellet in the centre
to indicate the pupil, and I have one example where the
upper lid is shown partially closed. In all instances the
form is irregular, and is indicated by curved lines.

These eye-marked groats appear to be some of the
latest of the heavy coinage, as this is one of the marks
that is found on the earliest coins struck after the re-
duction in weight. A variety of groats with the rose
mint-mark, which would appear to be the latest, has an
annulet at each side of the king's neck, a feature for
which I will venture upon a suggestion as to the
meaning. On May 1, 1464, Edward married Elizabeth